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Abdul Hamid II

sold Palestine
and silenced the Arabs

and Muslims 
with propaganda and suppression

In his memoirs, Herzl talks about his 
secret relationship and friendship with Abdul 
Hamid II, saying: “Abdul Hamid promised us an 
independent Jewish state in return for paying 
his debts”. That text is only one indication of 
thousands of evidences of the depth of the 
relationship that eventually resulted in the 
sale of Palestine.

Abdul Hamid and Herzl's negotiations 
began with secret correspondence at first, 
until they reached a conclusion entitled: 
“Money in return for Palestine”. Negotiations 
lasted eight years (1903-1896), during which 
Herzl made five visits to Istanbul.

Theodor Herzl, the 
founder of the Zionist 
movement, revealed 
that Abdul Hamid II 
had agreed to sell 
Palestine to the Jews

Honoring the head of the Zionist movement, Theodor Herzl, with the Majeedi Medal 
by Sultan Abdul Hamid II, was the culmination of a long and deep friendship that Herzl 
described as great, after the negotiations had resulted in the Zionist movement’s support 
for the faltering treasury of the Sultanate and for the Sultanate’s negotiations in 
international forums, especially with their European creditors. In his memoirs, Herzl wrote 
about his relationship with Abdul Hamid and his sultanate, describing this historical 
moment after receiving the Majeedi Medal by saying: “When your Majesty graciously 
accepts the services of the Jews, they will be glad to put their forces at the disposal of a 
great king like you”.

The financial support to the treasury of the Ottoman Empire was not a financial loan 
that the Sultan took to pay off the accumulated debts of his state. Rather, it was a “Zionist” 
gift that came as an expression of gratitude from the Zionist movement towards the efforts 
made by Abdul Hamid II in service of the Jewish settlement project in Palestine, which was 
occupied by the Ottomans.

Those who think that the relationship that developed a lot between Abdul Hamid II 
and Herzl was an abstract diplomatic relationship, as described by the supporters of the 
Sultan and his image improvers in the Arab world, are mistaken. Herzl is nothing but a long 
episode of the rooted relationship between the Jews and the successive governments of 
the Sultanate from Mehmed II to Abdul Hamid II.

The Jewish movement was part of the Ottoman financial, political and military 
system. When the movement thought of establishing a national home for the Jews on the 
land of Palestine, it only found the Ottoman Sultanate, the “close friend” of the Zionists, to 
start its project from there. When Herzl built his relations with Abdul Hamid II, the political 
situation was ready to develop.

In his book “The Ottoman State’s attitude towards the Zionist Movement”, The 
Lebanese academic Hassan Ali Hallaq explains how Sultan Abdul Hamid II received Herzl 
warmly and described him as a loyal friend as he begged him to save his state from 
bankruptcy. 

Herzl based his negotiations on the Ottomans' urgent need for money. He offered 
Abdul Hamid £20 million, as a result of which the Jewish immigrants were granted 
exceptional privileges and facilities. After that, Herzl returned to Europe and held the First 
Zionist Congress in Switzerland in 1897, declaring his Zionist goals to establish a national 
home for the Jewish people under Ottoman auspices.

We may remember that the Ottoman Empire chose the Axis Powers during World 
War I (1918-1914) to be in its alliance. Of course, Germany and Austria were the pillars of that 
relationship. Starting from that point, the role of the Austrian diplomat Philipp Michael 
Newlinski (1899 - 1841), who worked in charge of the political administration at the Austrian 
embassy in Istanbul, emerged and was able to build a close friendship with Abdul Hamid II. 

In 1896, Theodor Herzl, founder of the Zionist movement, contacted Newlinski, 
asking him to arrange a meeting with a number of Ottoman leaders, led by Abdul Hamid II, 
to persuade him to help the Zionist movement in its project.

In his memoirs, Theodor Herzl mentions that Newlinski told him that Abdul Hamid 
trusted him. The Austrian diplomat suggested to Herzl that the best way to influence the 
Sultan was to support him in the Armenian issue, which was confirmed by Herzl in his 
memoirs about contacts he had with the Armenian leaders in Europe in order to pacify and 
accept Abdul Hamid's offer to repair the relationship with them.

By looking into the reasons for the financial collapse of the Ottoman Sultanate in the 
last five decades of its history, we will find that extravagance and spending on the pleasures 
of the sultans were the first of those reasons. Mismanagement, appropriation of money 
without reinvesting it in the main state bodies and the bulldozing of industry, agriculture 
and professions in the occupied Arab countries led to their poverty and their inability to 
finance the Ottoman treasury. This was what made the Zionist movement intervene in an 
attempt to save their most powerful ally at that time by financing the Ottoman treasury. 

The Ottoman Empire became debt-ridden. In September 1875, the Ottoman 
government announced the details of its budget, which showed a deficit of 4.5 million 
Ottoman liras, while debt interest expenditures in the budget amounted to about 9.68 
million liras, more than double the debt. The Sultanate used a bad method in managing its 
debt, as it paid the interests of the debts by holding new loans, which plunged it into debt. 
The total external public debt of the Ottoman Empire amounted to more than £184 million, 
while the internal debt amounted to more than £20 million.

With the extortion of creditors, the rise in interest and the weakness of confidence 
in the Ottoman economy, the state was on the verge of bankruptcy and could no longer 
borrow from international markets. When the state realized that it was unable to pay the 
interest on its debts, Grand Vizier Mahmud Nadim Pasha decided on October (1875)  6 to 
issue a decree known as “Ramadan Decree” declaring that the government would pay only 
half of the annual interest in cash. The other half would be paid through bonds issued by 
the Ottoman government at 5% interest. This meant that the Ottoman government partially 
defaulted on its debts. It didn't last long. At the beginning of the new year in April (1876), the 
government announced that it would stop paying all the interests of its foreign debts, 
which practically meant the bankruptcy of the Ottoman Empire.

Concurrently, the Austrian mediator Newlinski convinced Abdul Hamid II of the 
importance of the relationship with Herzl. The Sultan agreed to Herzl's visit to meet with 
the heads of his government. This was the first visit, but later on, the relationship between 
the two parties became intimate.

Newlinski arranged a visit for Herzl to Istanbul in June (1896). He met with “The 
Grand Vizier” Javed Bey. The reason was to know Herzl's intentions without considering it 
an official meeting. The content of the meeting can be summed up in three questions. The 
first was the fate of the holy sites “Al-Aqsa Mosque”. His promised him that they would be 
outside the borders of the Jewish state, to be for all religions and not for a single group. 
After that he asked him about the relationship between the Jewish state and Turkey, and 
Herzl said: “Despite my desire for independence, it is possible to reach a fictitious 
dependency, such as those in Egypt and Bulgaria”. The third question was about the type of 
governance in the Jewish state, and Herzl's answer was: “Aristocratic Republic”. Javed 
advised him, saying: Never mention the word “republic” to the sultan because people in 
Turkey are afraid of it like death. 

On the second day, the official meetings began, and Herzl met with Khalil Rifaat 
Pasha, who listened to him calmly, then said: The area of Palestine is large, which part of it 
do you want? Herzl said: It depends on what benefits we will provide.

Herzl concluded his first visit to Istanbul by meeting a man from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Nuri Bey, and offered him to liberate Turkey from the debt protection 
delegation that burdened the Sultanate, a delegation that aimed to ensure the Sultanate's 
ability to pay its international debts. This is what Nuri Bey was pleased with, but he asked 
about the Islamic sites in Palestine, and Herzl reassured him, saying: “Remember that we 
are the only buyers of something that has no value at all and is of no use to the others and 
we buy at high prices”. 

During Herzl's first visit to Istanbul, he could not meet the Sultan, but he recounted 
in his memoirs, quoting the Austrian mediator: “When Newlinski met the Sultan, Abdul 
Hamid asked him: Are the Jews determined to take Palestine at any cost? Can't they live in 
any other country? Newlinski replied: Palestine is their cradle and they want to return to it. 
The Sultan said: But it is the cradle of other religions as well. Newlinski said: If the Jews 
cannot take Palestine, they will go to Argentina”. 

Herzl left Turkey on June (1896) 28 without meeting the sultan, but it was not the 
end. Herzl explained the matter in a letter he sent regarding his talks with the Ottoman 
Sultan to Zadok Khan, the chief rabbi of Paris and France and honorary head of the Hovevei 
Zion movement, in which he said: “The Sultan knew the Jews' project in Palestine. He 
treated me with distinction that made me understand that the deal could be done if we 
found the appropriate formula. it is just a matter of saving face”. 

He continued: “I have received the following offer from the entourage of the Sultan: 
The Sultan warmly invites the Jews to return to their historical homeland. They will enjoy 
self-government and be administratively independent, but subordinate to the Turkish 
Empire. In return, they pay a tax for him”. Herzl also talks about his contacts with Jewish 
politicians and financiers in London and Paris with the purpose of involving them in the 
financial support project. 

A letter between Herzl and Newlinski published by the Institute for Palestine 
Studies says that the negotiations over Palestine had ended and it had already been ceded, 
but the last details were about the administration of Jerusalem itself.

Newlinski says: “The Sultan said that he would not cede Jerusalem and that Omar's 
Mosque should always remain in the possession of the Muslims. I told him: We will manage 
this matter, and we will make Jerusalem outside the borders of the state, so that it is not for 
anyone alone and for everyone at the same time. The holy site belongs to all believers and 
it is a country of common culture and morals”.

Accordingly, the Zionist organization rushed to support the Ottoman Empire 
financially and in huge amounts. Here, the Palestinian Center for Studies also publishes the 
following document:

“Twenty million Turkish liras are spent in order to fix the financial situation in Turkey. 
Of this amount, we pay two million in return for Palestine. This amount is based on a capital 
transfer from the government's current income, which is eighty thousand Turkish liras per 
year. Using eighteen million, Turkey will be liberated from the European protection 
delegation. As for the shareholders of the first, second, third and fourth classes, we will 
made them accept the removal of the delegation by giving them special privileges, higher 
interest and an extension of land ownership”. 

In a study published by the researcher Nadia Ibrahim Hiasat about the care that the 
Jewish orphans received in the city of Jerusalem at the end of the Ottoman occupation, the 
researcher relied on an authentic primary source which is the records of the Sharia court in 
the city of Jerusalem. The research dealt with the property of Jewish orphans from several 
aspects, such as knowing the places where their property is concentrated, its quality and 
area, its official registration in the Ottoman government departments and their property 
bond numbers. The study also aimed to identify the procedures of the Ottoman Sharia court 
to appoint a guardian for orphans and to verify his ability to properly manage orphans' 
property. The research included the necessary conditions for the guardians to dispose of the 
orphans’ property and to accurately monitor the orphans’ share in terms of its financial 
value in the event of selling it so that the court can be assured that the sale is in the interest 
of the orphans.

Palestine was not the only thing that the Ottomans offered for sale to the Zionist 
movement thirsting for an alternative homeland. To sum up the matter further, let us go to 
the palace of Sultan Abdul Hamid II in Istanbul and see him asking his aides to spread a map 
of his sultanate in front of Herzl to choose what he wants from the occupied countries and 
peoples. The whole thing was a direct sale of land that the Sultan did not own to those who 
did not deserve it.

At first, the Ottomans offered Iraq to Herzl. According to Nuri Bey, who was close to 
the Sultan and who negotiated with Herzl, this was due to the hesitation of the Sultan at 
first and his fear of the reaction of the Europeans, as he was not sure of their approval of the 
sale, especially with the presence of a Christian romance with Palestine. His greatest fear 
was that the European countries would send their armies and occupy Palestine. Of course, 
Abdul Hamid was indifferent to the Islamic and Arab public opinion, which could be 
silenced through the Ottoman propaganda and suppression. The Sultan continued to 
prepare the land in Palestine for the Jews by changing the laws, granting them Ottoman 
citizenship, helping them to settle and protecting them. He also stipulated that Herzl 
should obtain the approval of the European countries because this would facilitate the task. 
Herzl told him that he would calm these countries.

The researcher Ibrahim Gharibah quoted parts of the book of the Jordanian 
researcher Fadwa Nuseirat, “The Role of Sultan Abdul Hamid II in Facilitating the Zionist 
Control over Palestine”, revealing the details of the Jewish settlement in Palestine and its 
development during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid. The following text came: 

“During the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid II, organized Jewish settlement operations 
started to take the form of independent cities and settlements outside the traditional main 
cities of the Jews, namely Safed, Hebron, Jerusalem and Tiberias. The Jews established a 
great variety of schools, hospitals, factories, and banks. In her book, Nuseirat presents a 
table of more than 100 settlements established during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid, 
including the name, location and year of foundation. She also presented information about 
dozens of settlement associations, companies and banks that financed and sponsored the 
settlement and employment operations for Jews in Palestine”.

In 1897, the Jewish Agency headed by Herzl was allowed to own a wide range of 
lands and settlements. In 1900, the Jewish National Fund was established, which focused on 
financing the purchase of land in Palestine. In 1908, it owned about 90,000 dunams, 7,000 
dunams of which were in Jordan Valley and 2000 in Hittin Plain.          
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