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They executed
Mani and chased after his supporters everywhere

The Sassanids

persecuted Manichaeism

in defense of the religion of their
Zoroastrian empire

There are exciting and epic stories in the history of ancient Persian religions, most
notably the story of the conflict between Zoroastrianism and Manichaeism, although the
Manichaean religious mission in Persia started during the reign of King Shapur I. These
religions divided the universe into two worlds, the world of good and the world of evil, the
world of their perception of God and the world of their perception of Satan.

Mani looks at man with a philosophical look, as he sees the mixture of good and evil
in him. Mankind possesses both good and evil mind. Thus, according to Mani, the world and
man are based on the idea of contradiction, the contradiction that is represented by the
duality of light and darkness, as neither of them will end, nor will one be connected to the
other, and that they have always existed and will always remain.

Although Mani looked into the previous heavenly religions, he took a stand in which
he rejected the Torah completely, and on the contrary, Mani accepted the Gospel, and even
deemed himself as the last of Jesus' disciples. He wrote his main book in the Pahlavi
language, while he wrote his other books in the Syriac language. It is said he had devised a
type of script borrowed from Aramaic.

The spread of Manichaeism first began in Babylon, and reached Syria, Palestine, and
the ancient Nabateans, and also reached Egypt and to North Africa. In the era of the
Sassanid state in Persia, an important and dangerous shift occurred in the Persian state's
view of religions. This was done by King Ardashir, founder of the Sassanid state; As he saw
that the state and religion are twins, and one does not exist without the other, so the
Sassanid state abandoned the issue of freedom of religion, and the Iranian historian Hassan
Pernia describes this new situation, saying: “The Sassanids adopted the religion of
Zoroaster as the official religion of Persia, and it did not have an official religion until that
time.” The peoples of Persia were free to convert to a religion acceptable by every people,
or even every individual."
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Although Mani was killed, and the Sassanid state persecuted his followers, this
persecution led to the opposite of what the kings of Persia desired, as Mani turned into a
martyr, and his followers adhered firmly to his beliefs. The kings of Persia could not
eradicate the Manichaeans.

The hostility of Zoroastrianism to Manichaeism continued even after Islam and the
fall of the Persian state; Abd al-Wahhab Azzam tells us about one of the important
Zoroastrian books that dates back to the third century AH, which is the book “Shakand
Kamanik Fajjar”, which translates into “The Indisputable Fact.” This book is a defense of
Zoroastrian dualism, mainly against the beliefs of Manichaeism, but also against Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.

1) Hassan Pernia, The Ancient History of Iran from the Beginning to the End of
the Sassanid Era, translated by: Muhammad Nour Abdel Moneim (Cairo: The
National Project for Translation, n.d.).

2) Hussein lyad Muhammad, The Doctrinal Thought of the Manichaean
Religion: A Study of its Origins and Its Influence by Zoroastrian Beliefs and
Christianity (Baghdad: Babylon University, 2015).

References:

3) Hussein Atwan, Heresy and Populism in the First Abbasid Era (Beirut: Dar
Al-Jeel, n.d.).

4) Jeuwaid Negrin, Mani and Manichaeism: A Study of the Heretical Religion
and the Life of its Founder (Damascus: Dar Hassan, 1985).

5) Firas Al-Sawah, Encyclopedia of the History of Religions: Zoroastrianism,
Manichaeism, Judaism, Christianity, 4th Edition (Damascus, Dar Al-Takween,
2017).

6) Abdel-Wahhab Azzam, Relations between Arabs and Persians and Their
Literature (Cairo: Hendawy Foundation, n.d.).


https://twitter.com/whiteinkinfo
https://www.facebook.com/whiteinkinfo
https://www.instagram.com/whiteinkinfo/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJJNVZo1_A42pCWU1d8PNJw

